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I’m a zoning specialist at Code Studio
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What’s an Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU)?
•	 A secondary living unit with a 

separate entrance/exit on a ‘single 
family’ zoned parcel

•	 ADU placement, size, occupancy, 
parking requirements, etc. vary 
across jurisdictions, and usually 
exclude ‘tiny homes’ on wheels

•	 Typical ADU Locations:
•	 Within an existing single family 

house (i.e. converted basement)
•	 Within or above an existing 

secondary structure (i.e. 
converted garage)

•	 Within a new detached structure 
(i.e. backyard apartment/
cottage)
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Now “DC Department of Buildings”
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DOB...
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Before Construction
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Complete exterior
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Limited ADU experience in the DC region (at that time)

Many building permit 
reviewers had never 
reviewed an ADU 
application before

Most local contractors had 
never built a detached new 
construction ADU before
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Ongoing Hurdles...
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Conclusions for Virginia Jurisdictions
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Zoning Considerations...

The California Approach 
(Statewide Legislation)
•	 Moves the yes/no debate to the state-level
•	 Facilitates more productive “form” discussions locally
•	 Opportunities for more equitable applications

The Charlottesville Approach 
(Moving away from ADUs as “accessory”)
•	 An ADU is just another unit (allowed by-right)
•	 Rules mostly regulates “form”


